
Comprehensive English Language Learning Assessment (CELLA) 
 

The Comprehensive English Language Learning Assessment (CELLA) has been selected by the 

Tennessee Department of Education to replace the state’s existing language proficiency 

assessment, the IDEA Proficiency Test (IPT).  The CELLA was administered beginning spring 

2005 to meet both Title I and Title III AYP requirements for reading/language arts and writing.  

Both the CELLA and TCAP math assessments (TCAP Achievement Test mathematics sections 

or Gateway Algebra I) will be required for all ELL students for spring 2005 assessment.  The 

CELLA will be used as part of the AYP calculations in Reading/Language Arts for schools. TCAP 

Achievement Test science sections or Gateway Biology will be required beginning in spring 2006 

for all students.  

 

There are four levels of the CELLA based on grade span: A (K-2), B (3-5), C (6-8), and D (9-12).  

For Kindergarten (Level A), it is recommended that all sections of the test be individually 

administered.  For the remaining grades and levels, the Listening, Reading, and Writing sections 

may be group administered (or individually administered for grades 1 and 2).  The Speaking 

section must be individually administered and scored for all four levels, and lasts from 12-15 

minutes depending on the level.  The total testing time for Level A is one hour and fifteen 

minutes, and two hours and forty-five minutes for levels B-D (including 15 minutes for coding of 

demographic information on answer sheets). 

 

 


